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The sculpture at Mendut and Borobudur is, however, of value for
its own sake, ^ot only is it an immense advance upon that at Dieng,
if regarded from the Javanese point of view only, but when viewed
in connexion with Indian sculpture too, it includes perhaps the
purest masterpieces of the Gupta ideal of art. We need only glance,
first at the Buddhist statues at Sarnath and Mathura, belonging to
the Gupta art of the fourth century (Fig. 41, 42), and then at the
statues of the Buddhas in the niches at Borobudur, seated in the atti-
tude of the padmasana and making the ritual gestures (that of gi\ing,
argument, the dhydna mudrd, the gesture of reassurance, the Wheel
of the Law, etc., Fig. 104): in them we find the same simplicity of
line, the same tender and caressing modelling: the smooth, rounded
shoulders, the soft, almost melting contours of the bust and limbs,
and the smooth faces, too, with their serene and pure grace. This
softness is all the more remarkable because the material here em-
ployed is a volcanic trachyte, full of holes and granulations, whose
intractable roughness only enhances the triumph of the most delicate
chisel ever wielded by a sculptor. The famous little head of Buddha
in the Leiden Museum (Fig. 105), charming in its blend of youth
and seriousness, shows with what virtuosity the artists of the school
of Borobudur succeeded, thanks to this very volcanic ruggedness
itself, in rendering the full warmth of the skin, and the varied, com-
plex, palpitating life of the flesh, as well as ever the brush of a Renoir
could do (cf. Fig. 105 and 106).
But we have already admired these qualities in the statuary of
Mathura and Sarnath. The peculiar feature of Borobudur are the bas-
reliefs, long frescoes in stone, so perfect in their grouping and so har-
moniously balanced in their composition that on looking at them we
are reminded of the doors of the Baptistery at Florence, and the pic-
torial quality of a Ghiberti's art.1 We cannot attempt to describe even
1 See N. J. Krom and Van Erp: Archxologische Beschrijving van Barabudw (The
Hague, Nijhoff, 1920 '>; N. J. Krom: The Life of Buddha in the Stupa of BaraMur (The